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CAMP FIRE USA  

Much of the work in this world is done by people 
with passion.  Passion for people, passion for ani-
mals, passion for the environment, or passion for 
the mission that they pursue.  Here at Camp Fire 
USA, the same is true.  While we have a fantastic 
professional staff that works hard to extend our 
reach to new youth and families, Much of the 
heavy lifting of Camp Fire USAõ mission is  accom-
plished by our volunteers.  It does not matter 
whether you are young or old, tall or short, tech-
nical or crafty, handy or all thumbs, Camp Fire 
can find a place for you.  
 
As we enter the fall, we are searching for new 
Club Leaders and Assistants to help our current 
leaders.  As we begin the push to regain our posi-
tion as a leader in this program, many hands and 
backs will be needed.  In addition, we can use 
people who like to work with their hands to im-
prove Camp Hantesa, answer phones, or help us 
with the newsletters like this one.  Whether you 
have an hour a year or an hour a week, we can 
use you.  Our passion at Camp Fire is youth and 
the outdoors, if you share that passion, come with 
us and we can change the world.  Call or email us 
today and we will find a place for you.  

Writing Great Newsletter Articles  
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State Fair Competition  
Our Council had another fantastic State Fair Com-
petition! Youth from all central Iowa Camp Fire 
programs were eligible for this event.  Sweepstakes 
winners achieved the highest prize in each cate-
gory, regardless of age.  
Art: Belle T  
Photography: Melinda Jarman  
Crafts: Sara Feiselõs Club, Tama  
Fabric and Threads: Jamison Gibson  
Baking:  Melinda Jarman  
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ñVolunteers do not necessarily have 
the time; they just have the heart.ò  
 ~Elizabeth Andrew  
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Once again our lawn will be òdecked outó with Scotch 

and White Pine Christmas trees from Evergreen 

Acres!  Come by and purchase a Christmas tree from 

us, a portion of the proceeds help support our coun-

cil. They will be cut and delivered a week before 

Thanksgiving from Denison, Iowa. The best time to 

come and buy your tree is Monday through Friday 

from 8:30 - 5. However, you may catch the Evergreen 

Acres rep here on Sat from 10 - 6 or on Sunday from 1

- 6 (hours may vary). They range in price from $25 -

$70. Thank you for honoring the òspirit of givingó by 

including Camp Fire in your holiday traditions.  
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 Each year in November, our Camp Fire club youth 

gather for a special event called the Fun Run.  The 

purpose of this event is twofold: one to remind the 

youth as they go into the long winter of the need to 

remain physically fit, and how fun that can be, and 

two, to raise funds to support their program through-

out the year.  Our youth are asked to send letters to 

their family, neighbors, teachers, and others to ask for 

sponsorship of their efforts.  The youth then run, skip, 

hop, dance and/or  walk to music on their way 

through the Fun Run. They earn an emblem, t - shirt 

and a medal for all their hard work and most of all 

they have fun! The sponsors are sent a letter asking 

for their support so the youth do not have to worry 

about collecting the sponsorships when they are done. 

Let us know if you would like to make a contribution 

and/or volunteer. You are also welcome to join us in 

the òfunó. Following all the physical activity, there is a 

carnival with games, food and more! Families are en-

couraged to come join us and cheer on our club 

youth, participate and play too! It will be on November 

21 st from 10 - 12 at Westridge 

Elementary in West Des Moines. 

Hope to see you there!  

Donõt forget to put the 

Candy Sale on your ra-

dar. It will be here in full swing on 

Jan 21st through the February 23rd. If you would like 

to participate in the annual Candy Sculpture Contest, 

let us know. It will be held at the Merle Hay Mall on 

January 23rd. This is a wonderful opportunity to pro-

mote your business in the community and have some 

fun.  You compete against other organizations by 

creating a sculpture made out of candy! It stays on 

display for an entire week and you can leave litera-

ture for your organization out for people to stop by 

and pick up! Our programs really rely on the support 

of this fundraiser, you can also help by selling candy. 

You can even take pre - candy sale orders!  

Camp Fire Candy Sale!  

Christmas Tree Sales  

Annual Fun Run  
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Rent Camp Canwita  

Many in our council know Camp Canwita as a fantastic day 

camp site in Ames.   This historic camp property is also 

available to rent for corporate or family events!   Whether 

you would like to host a picnic, birthday party, club meet-

ing or special event, Canwita has facilities to fit many 

types of rental groups.   Gaessler lodge 

offers heated fall, winter and spring 

rental space with kitchen and bathroom 

facilities.   Contact Simon Mitchell 

(simon@campfireusaia.org) for rental 

information and options.   
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New Years Eve   Bash  

Why should Mom and Dad have all 

the fun on New Years Eve?  Let 

your child have their own party, 

they can come for the whole day 

and night or just the night.  We will 

be bringing in 2010 in style!! They 

will stay up late, dance, play games, 

see old friends and make new 

ones.  Every child is guaranteed to 

win a prize at the Camp Hantesa 

carnival, with it promising to be a 

memorable new year.  Pick up loca-

tions in Des Moines, Ames and 

Boone with drop off the next day 

from 11am-12noon.  Make sure that 

when 2010 comes around you child 

is having the NYE party of a life-

time with stories that will last all 

year long. 

Winter Resident Camp   

Want your child to do something extra special this winter? 

Send them to Camp Hantesa where they will spend four 

nights packed full of activities.  Anything might happen 

from midnight sledding, swimming, bowling, skiing, 

roller skating and hikes.  Why only send your child for the 

day when they can spend four nights, re-

discovering the magic that is resident 

camp.  With excellent counselors, dedi-

cated to making sure each child has a 

great time, nothing beats winter resident 

camp as a lead up to the New Year.  

School Day Off   

What's your child doing on their winter break? Sign them 

up to come to Camp Hantesa, each day will be full of ex-

citing outdoor adventures and plenty of indoor 

fun.  Whether it be sledding or making fun festive crafts, 

each day will be an action packed experience.  Each day 

includes a morning and afternoon snack, a hot lunch, qual-

ity programs and extraordinary staff.  We provide pick up 

locations in Des Moines, Ames and Boone.  With each 

day guaranteed to be unique and memorable, there is no 

better way for your child to spend their school days off 

over winter break.  Please visit our website 

www.campfireusaia.org for more information.  

Safe and Sure Volunteers  

If you have 6 weeks to commit 
a couple of hours a week to 
teachingτwe have the perfect 
volunteer opportunity for you!  
Safe and Sure is a course for 
kindergarten and first grade 
children that teaches self-help skills, home and 
safety and family responsibility. We provide the 
training, curriculum and materials.  Classes start 
in spring 2010 in the Des Moines school district. 
Please contact Jacqueline Gibson should you be 
interested in learning more about this self reli-
ance program. 

http://www.campfireusaia.org/

