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THE FLAME

Camp Fire USA co-founder
Luther Gulick M.D., Suggested
that the new organization for
girls take fire as its symbol. He
believed that fire had a thera-
peutic-even magical-value.

“Let us...have a 36 hour con-
tinuous fire,” he said in 191 1.
Let each girl take watch alone
with the Great Spirit. It must
be reverent and quiet, and
then, during the last fire, tell
them as well as you can-
better, get the girls to tell you
-what ‘living’ and ‘serving’
mean.”

Charlotte Gulick, co-founder
of Camp Fire, explained the

symbolism of fire a short time
after the organizations found-

ing.

“Fire symbolized the home,
the place of comfort and
cheer,” she wrote. “Around
the fire centers the home and
its activities. Friends gather
and the family gathers around
it.”

In keeping with the continous
fire held in 1911, Camp Fire
has kept the symbol of the
flame. On July 31, 2010,
Camp Fire USA will mark its
100th anniversary with Cen-
tennial Campfires across the
country. This is an opportu-
nity to celebrate the promise
of continuing a legacy that has
left an indelible mark on mil-
lions of alumni and hundreds
of communities.

VOLUME I,

Camp Fire USA Celebrates 100 Years

In 1910, young girls in Thetford,
Vermont, watched their brothers,
friends, and schoolmates — all Boy
Scouts — practice their parts in
the community's 150th anniver-
sary, which would be celebrated
the following summer. The pag-
eant's organizer, William
Chauncey Langdon, promised the
girls that they, too, would have an
organized role in the pageant,
although no organization existed
then for girls. Langdon consulted
with Mrs. Charles Farnsworth,
preceptress of Horace Mann
School near Thetford, Vermont.
Both approached Luther Halsey
Gulick M.D. about creating a na-
tional organization for girls. Gulick
introduced the idea to friends,
among them G. Stanley Hall,
Ernest Thompson Seton, and
James West, executive secretary
of the Boy Scouts. After many
discussions and help from Gulick
and his wife Charlotte, Langdon
named the group of Thetford girls
the Camp Fire Girls.

By December 1913, Camp Fire
Girls' membership was an esti-
mated 60,000, many of whom
began attending affiliated summer

camps. The Bluebird program was
introduced that year for younger
girls, offering exploration of ideas
and creative play built around
family and community. In 1989 the
Bluebirds became Starflight.

The first official Camp Fire hand-
book was published in 1914. Dur-
ing World War | Camp Fire Girls
helped to sell over one million
dollars in Liberty Bonds and over
$900,000 in Thrift Stamps; 55,000
girls helped to support French and
Belgian orphans, and an estimated
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Camp Fire USA

a century of kids. a future of leaders
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68,000 girls earned honors by
conservation of food.

While boys were invited to Camp
Fire Girls Horizon Conferences in
the late 1960s and early 1970s,
official membership was not of-
fered them until 1975, when the

organization became coeduca-
tional. Camp Fire decided boys
and girls should be together in
one organization, so they learn to
play and work alongside each
other and appreciate their simi-
larities and differences in positive
ways. Thus they understand that
people from either gender can be
their teachers, coworkers, super-
visors, confidantes, coaches, and
friends.

In the coming year, Camp Fire
USA celebrates 100 years of look-
ing ahead and building confident,
caring youth and future leaders.
As donors and volunteers for this
forward looking organization, you
have helped to make this program
as successful as it is “passing the
light undimmed” to the next gen-
eration. We hope you will join us
this summer at Camp Hantesa
when we light our Centennial
Camp Fire at a celebration that
will join all councils across the
country on Saturday, July 31,
2010. See you there!

Your Giit to a Child...a Campership

Dear Julie,

Thanhk-you for the Campership
for Camp Hantesa. Camp was
a blast. Instead of sleeping at
TRocko’s onhe nhight, we slept in
Clayton [Lodge. Kaitlin went
out for hature and hand Craft,
Jaelin went to Happy Hill and
Kaitlin went to Shady Glade.
Kaitlin’s counselors are Miss
Hollywood, Miss Beah, Miss
Spring, and Mr. Link. Jaelin’s
counselors are Miss Sponda,

Mr. Green and Miss Nech.
Thank you again for the schol-
arship for camp.

Love,
Jaelin and Kaitlin

While that letter was sent to Julie,
a Camp Fire Staff Member, it
really was to all of you that gave
of yourself and your treasure so
these sisters could attend camp.
Camp is that treasured place
where we escape for a while from

the every day, and dreams and
memories are made. Where a
camp counselor greets you
warmly every day, no matter if
you are rich or poor, tall or short
or any other thing that sets you
apart in the rest of the world.
For a week, you are a Hantesa
Kid, what a joy! And one by one
they leave with a new place in
their heart, to go to anytime, to
find friendship and high ideals.
Thanks for making that possible.
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“The Climbing Tree

at Camp Hantesa”

Our Haunted
forest at Camp
Hantesa had over
150 participants
this year, that’s
over 20% more
people than we
served last year!!

A great increase!

campfireusaia.org

Camp Fire
USA Heart of
the Hawkeye

Council will
be launching a
new website
in the New

Year.

Gelebrating 90 greal years!

Camp Hantesa held its 2nd
annual reunion at the end of
the summer season in August.
Celebrating 90 years in opera-
tion, over 100 people joined us
in celebrating all the children
we have helped turn into lead-
ers and all the communities we
have helped to grow.
Throughout the event, a silent
auction took place with items
ranging from hand crafted
water bottles, old sign posts,
commemorative flags and
Camp Fire books. Overall, the
auction raised a fantastic
$1600 with all of that money

Joming the

Camp Fire USA and Camp
Hantesa are about to embark on
a great venture that may speak
to many of our alumni that may
be planning an estate gift. We
will be establishing an agency
fund at the Community Founda-
tion of Greater Des Moines.

The Community Foundation of
Greater Des Moines is commit-
ted to maintaining the highest
fiduciary standards. The funds

Camp Fire Scavenger Hunt

Things get old, things
need replacing, things
break! At camp we
are always on the look
out for donations of
equipment and sup-
plies. This year we
particularly need:

e Gator/Utility
vehicle

e  Tractor/Loader

THE HAWKEYE HEART

going towards our campership
fund. Next year’s auction is
already at the development
stage with the hope that far
more will be raised for a great
cause.

Spare Change

Throughout the summer, the
staff of Camp Hantesa organ-
ized a ‘spare change’ collection
to raise money for camper-
ships. Parents were asked to
donate any spare change they

had while picking up their child.

Many parents gave much more
than their spare change with a
check for $500 going into the
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collection jug as well as $100
from one of our 16 year old
apprentices. Many children
also gave whatever money they
had left over from the week.

In total over $1500 was raised,
an amazing amount for which
we are extremely grateful to all
who gave.

Community Foundation

actually are held and invested by
the Community Foundation and
proceeds are distributed back to
the agency to be used at the
discretion of the board, subject
to the conditions of the endow-
ment.

For example, the fund we will
start with is for capital improve-
ments. A generous gift from
Quinlan and Ann Halbeisen
started this fund specifically

®  Vehicles in good running

order

New Archery equipment

e  Assistance developing our

low ropes course

e New arts and Crafts sup-

plies

e Building Supplies

®  Your skills at camp

designed to help with improve-
ments to our buildings.

Funds donated by lowans, in
addition to the normal tax bene-
fits are eligible for the 20% En-
dow lowa Tax Credit.

For more information, call Bob
Reid at 515-274-1501 or Kaye
Lozier at the Community Foun-
dation,

As always we are also on the
look out for willing and able
volunteers to assist with a
variety of projects of which we
have planned. For more infor-
mation, to donate or volunteer
please contact Camp Hantesa
at Hantesa@campfireusaia.or;

We must thank all our current
volunteers who do such a
wonderful job for which we
are extremely grateful.



