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Summer is just around the corner which means we're gearing up for an-
other exciting overnight camp season!  With all the cool activities to do 
and so many friends to make, kids don't want to miss this year at Camp 
Hantesa!  Campers spend their days participating in activities of their 
choice like archery, climbing and rappelling and photography.  Kids have a 
blast playing games, singing songs, swimming in the pool, and learning 
about the wonder of nature and the outdoors.  Our spe-
cialty themes are designed to create a unique and memo-
rable experience for every camper.  Registrations are 
open now at www.campfireusaia.com.  Don't miss 
out.  Sign up today!    
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We are really excited about all the things that are happening at 
Camp Hantesa this spring.  There are tons of fun activities 
planned for February and Spring Break—we're expecting an in-
credible turn out for our popular "Out Of School" Days!  Each day 
has an exciting theme to create an extra special experience for 
every camper.  As usual, a hot lunch, snacks, trained staff and 
convenient hours and drop sites make this program a super 
choice for families.  As the warm weather comes around this 
spring, come join us for some fun in the 
sun!                                                                                                           
Winter Days Off                                                                                   
Feb 15th & 19th School Day Off @ Hantesa                                      
Spring Break                                                                                    
March 11th - Outdoor Adventure Day                                                     
March 12th - Time Traveler Day                                                                     
March 15th - Animal Planet Day                                                                    
March 16th - Camp Hantesa Fiesta Day                                                
March 17th - Happy Birthday Camp Fire Day!                                               
March 18th - Absolutely Incredible Kid Day                                                   
March 19th - Wild Wild West Day (Includes HORSE ride!)  

Camp Fire is proud to announce that we have launched a new 
website for our families and communities that we serve.  This 
website has many components that we think are very exciting 
and valuable for exploring and utilizing our outstanding pro-
grams.  On the site, you will be able to see a variety of photo 
galleries sharing images of our facilities, programs and most 
importantly, our kids and their leaders!  In addition, we have a 
robust program search option and enhanced online registration 
process.  We also have program information, updates calendar 
options that will be helpful to our fami-
lies.  You will also be able to see news-
letters and program flyers in the News 
section.  Please go to 
www.campfireusaia.org to see what is 
new.  We would appreciate ongoing 
input at campfire@campfireusaia.org. 

New Year, New Website!   

Overnight Camp 2010 

Join us for “School Days Off”... 

Everyone who participates in Camp Fire USA programs is encouraged 
to sell candy! This year the sale is being held January 21st – February 
23rd.  We are selling Brown and Haley quality Chocolates - Mints, Al-
mond Roca and Almond Caramel Clusters. We are also selling P’Nuttles. 
Each unit sells for only $5.                                                           
One huge “selling point”  of our candy sale is the opportunity to send 
candy to our troops overseas! If someone does not want to eat the 
candy then they can simply leave it with us to send in a care package to 
our U.S. overseas active military.  
Since this is the year of Camp Fire’s 100th birthday, what better way to 
show support of this organization? Commit to helping us help our 
youth. Call the office if you are interested in purchasing candy or would 
like to sell candy for the council. Camp Fire USA Clubs are busy selling 
candy at malls, grocery stores and other locations. Those not in Camp 
Fire Clubs are also welcome to 
sell. Call to receive information. 
You could earn prizes and the 
opportunity to sell for Camp 
credit for this summer!    

Candy Sale….Sweet!!! 
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Lend a Hand to Camp Fire USA!                
I don’t know if you are aware - but our council needs YOU! If you have 
some time and talents to share with the Des Moines Service Center or 
at Camp Hantesa-- then let us know. We are working on updating our 
database in reference to our volunteers and their skill sets. Please 
contact us and ask for a volunteer application. The application ques-
tions will determine what area in the council your skills could be best 
used.  For example, some of the sub-
ject areas are: environmental educa-
tion, geocaching, jewelry making, 
painting, archery, canoeing, kayaking, 
outdoor sports, games, crafts, fishing, 
sewing, singing, dancing, playing an 
instrument, teaching, leading small 
groups, pottery, art, hunting, adminis-
trative support, talking about Camp 
Fire USA, talking about Camp Hantesa, 
maintenance, etc. If you express inter-
est in volunteering, we will find you a 
place in our council to serve!    

Campfireusaia.org  

Super Winter Programs—       
Fun For All                            
Winter 2009 was a blast!  We had so much going on 
with plenty for everyone to do.  Our School Day Off 
program continued provide great experiences each 
day, with excellent themes and plenty of winter 
fun.  Sledding was an extremely popular choice with 
many kids taking on the winter weather in search of 
adventures.  Themes included Espionage Day, Camp 
Hantesa Beach Party and a New Year’s Eve countdown 
at Lunchtime.  Those who stayed over on New Year’s 
Eve night got to welcome in a new decade with a 
bang!  Staying up late, dancing and playing carnival 
games gave kids a New Year’s treat!  There truly was 
no better way to bring in 2-0-1-0  than to do it at  
Camp Hantesa.                                                           
From the 28th of December to New Year’s Day, twenty 
three campers joined us for our Winter Overnight 
Camp.  What a time we had!  We went bowling, ski-
ing, swimming and ice skating as well as specialized 
programming throughout the five days.  A truly 
unique and amazing time was had by all!  We look 
forward to offering this unique program next year 
(and over spring break!).    

“I recently attended Winter Resident Camp and I 
really enjoyed it! Throughout the week, we laughed 

a ton, and played a lot and I really appreciate all that 
you do for campers.”                                                           

- Annie Holtz, Winter Overnight camper 2009  

Celebrate 100 Years of             
Camp Fire USA  

In 2010, Camp Fire USA celebrates its centennial birthday; over a hun-
dred years of staff and ability to serve youth in meaningful, effective 
ways has allows Camp Fire to be proud of its history, but more impor-
tantly, to be excited for the future!  Certainly our programs and mis-
sion are as relevant as ever.  Last year alone, Camp Fire provided 
more than 30 million hours of service through hundreds of different 
programs administered by councils across the United States.   
 
To celebrate this milestone and lay the foundation for another 100 
years, Heart of the Hawkeye Council has been selected to host a 
“Centennial Camp Fire”, part of a national event that will include doz-
ens of Camp Fire celebrations to be held across the nation in unison.  
This event will be held on the evening of Saturday, July 31st at Camp 

Hantesa.  This event will be a fantastic 
opportunity to celebrate Camp Fire in 
it’s centennial with family, friends, food 
and celebration.  Please save the date 
and look to the website and newslet-
ters for more details including lodging, 
transportation, volunteering etc.  Wo-
HeLo, Heart of the Hawkeye, its going 
to be a great year!   
 
 

Call for Summer 
Staff... 

As many of you know, 2010 
marks the 100th Year of Camp 
Fire.  In looking forward to the 
months to come, we hope you 
are excited about kicking off 
another 100 years by joining our summer staff team.  We 
have positions open in Des Moines, Ames and at Camp 
Hantesa in Boone.  This is an excellent opportunity to 
build upon any existing experience with kids and to spend 
your summer outdoors helping youth develop as lead-
ers.  Positions include Site Directors, Day camp Counsel-
ors, Resident Counselors, Maintenance staff, Kitchen staff 
and Cleaning staff.   Please visit our website for further 
information on positions and to apply.  We thank you for 
your interest in joining the Camp Fire team!  


